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History comes alive when children discover for themselves, using a wide range of sources to 
collect evidence with a ‘hands-on’ approach. 
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Sally Matthews, Librarian, Pinewood School, Bourton, Wiltshire 
 
The year 5s were studying Victorians. Their teacher wanted a practical lesson with the aim of 
getting the children to find out about Victorian schools and compare them with our own school 
today, by using a range of different sources.  Four workstations were set up in the library and 
the children were split into four groups, moving around the library from one station to the next. 
 
The stations were as follows: 
1: Photographs of Victorian schools 
2: A collection of Victorian childhood games and toys. 
3: A collection of Victorian school books (some original), an Inspection report and other written 
and photographic evidence about Victorian school lessons. 
4: A mystery object. (This was a wooden dumbbell used for physical education) 
 
Each group had a clipboard with questions relevant to each station 
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The questions prompted the children to examine the sources carefully and gather evidence from 
them for their answers. The toys and games table was the most popular – first time there has 
been skipping in the library! 
The mystery object intrigued, most of the children thinking it was some kind of pestle for 
grinding things. 
The original Victorian schoolbooks, especially the Victorian copybook, were pored over. They 
were amazed by how neat and elaborate the owner’s writing was. They all wanted to hold and 
touch the authentic Victorian artefacts. 
 
 ‘It was great to stand back and see the children han dling the artefacts and discussing 
them together’  Class teacher 
�
‘I was pleased to work with the history department on this lesson. The successful 
outcomes and positive feedback from the children we re most pleasing’ .  Librarian 
�
‘This lesson was really fun. I liked the Victorian t oys table the best’ . Pupil 
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Box of books on Victorian schools borrowed from Wiltshire and Swindon Learning resources 
Boxes of visual resources on Victorian schools and childhood borrowed from Wiltshire and 
Swindon Learning Resources. 



Staff: Class teacher and librarian. 
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The librarian had ordered resources and the lesson was planned by the class teacher and 
librarian.  
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The lesson took planning and organisation. Resources were ordered the previous term. Time 
was spent enlarging photographs and laminating them. Children were put into groups before the 
lesson so they could begin as soon as they came to the library and were sent to their first 
workstation. Two members of staff were useful to help each of the groups. Timing was critical to 
make sure there was sufficient time for each group to visit each station. Small practical things 
made the lesson go smoothly, such as leaving pencil cases on the library counter and 
appointing one scribe so the tables were not cluttered with clipboards and pens.  
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We hope to repeat this lesson and develop it further into different areas of the history 
curriculum. A similar successful lesson using World War I sources, including original artefacts, 
poems, letters and photographs took place with year 7.  
 


